














































































08/28/2024 19:20:12 UTC

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Raleigh Ecological Services Field Office

3916 Sunset Ridge Rd
Raleigh, NC 27607

Phone: (919) 856-4520 Fax: (919) 856-4556

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2024-0136747 
Project Name: CASPN Home Project 
Please provide this document to the Federal agency or their designee with your loan/grant 
application.

Subject: Consistency letter for the project named 'CASPN Home Project' for specified 
threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project location, 
pursuant to the IPaC determination key titled 'Clearance to Proceed with Federally- 
Insured Loan and Grant Project Requests'.

 
To whom it may concern:

On August 28, 2024, Lin Whipkey used the IPaC determination key 'Clearance to Proceed with 
Federally-Insured Loan and Grant Project Requests'; dated August 08, 2024, in the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service's online IPaC tool to evaluate potential impacts to listed species from a project 
named 'CASPN Home Project' in Randolph County, North Carolina (shown below):

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@35.694364050000004,-79.81730253267244,14z

The following description was provided for the project 'CASPN Home Project':
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▪
▪
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1.

2.

Rehabilitation - interior replace toilets, flooring, replace majority HVAC system 
and parking lot asphalt repair

Based on your answers provided, the proposed project is unlikely to have any detrimental effects 
to federally-listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, per this guidance, Lin Whipkey has 
determined that CASPN Home Project will have No Effect on the species listed below.

This letter serves as documentation of your consideration of endangered species, bald eagles, and 
migratory birds. No further coordination with the Service is necessary.

Please be advised that, if later modifications are made to the project that do not meet the criteria 
described above, if additional information involving potential effects to listed species becomes 
available, or if a new species is listed, reinitiation of consultation may be necessary.

Atlantic Pigtoe Fusconaia masoni Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Schweinitz's Sunflower Helianthus schweinitzii Endangered

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR NON-FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES
Bald Eagle Nest Issues. If any of the above-referenced activities (rehabilitation, 
demolition, or rebuilding) are proposed to occur within 660 feet of an active or alternate 
bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nest during the nesting season (October 1 through 
May 15), we recommend the applicant or their designated agent coordinate with the 
agency responsible for managing wildlife in their state. For additional information, please 
visit the Service's regional web page: https://www.fws.gov/service/3-200-71-eagle-take- 
associated-not-purpose-activity-incidental-take.
Migratory Bird Issues. If any native birds are using the structures for nesting then actions 
should be taken so as not to disturb the adults, nests, eggs, or chicks as this could lead to a 
potential violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. If nests are present or any birds are 
using the structures regularly for roosting purposes, we recommend the applicant or their 
designated agent coordinate with the appropriate Service’s Field Office and visit the 
Service’s Migratory Bird Program website at https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/ 
avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds for recommendations on how 
impacts can be avoided and minimized.

Lin Whipkey answered the determination key questions for this project as follows:

Does the project intersect Monroe County, FL?
Automatically answered
No
Does the project include federal grant funding, a federally-insured loan, or a federal loan 
transfer?
Yes, the project includes a federally-insured loan or federal grant funding.
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3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

▪
▪

▪

Does the project involve a federal loan transfer, where the original lending or mortgage 
institutions for existing projects are no longer holding the loan and the property is being 
transferred via a federally-backed loan?
No
Is the entire site currently developed/hard-surfaced (i.e., the site consists entirely of 
existing roads, sidewalks, buildings, driveways, etc., and does not contain any 
undeveloped and/or vegetated areas)?
Yes, the entire site is already developed/hard-surfaced.
Will completion of this project require clearing or land disturbance of previously 
undeveloped habitat (e.g., native habitat, agricultural areas, pasture, etc.) beyond the 
original footprint of the existing project? 
 
Note: Examples of land disturbance may include, but is not limited to: grading, vegetation removal, excavation, 
etc.

No, this project will not require clearing of any undeveloped habitat.
Is the federally-insured loan or federal grant funding being used for demolition, 
rehabilitation, renovation, and/or rebuilding of one or more existing facilities (e.g., 
residential, commercial and industrial sites, or utilities)?
Yes, the project includes Federal funding for work on existing facilities.
Does your project involve structures that are being used by any federally endangered or 
threatened species (e.g., roosting bonneted bats, denning indigo snakes, etc.) or are there 
known reports of species using the site?
No, the site and/or structure(s) are not being used by any federally listed species.
Will the project disturb undeveloped areas (e.g., native habitat, agricultural areas, pasture, 
etc.) within rights-of-way?
No

Attachments:

Project questionnaire
Determination key description: Clearance to Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and 
Grant Project Requests
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service contact list



Project code: 2024-0136747 IPaC Record Locator: 186-148683308 08/28/2024 19:20:12 UTC

DKey Version Publish Date: 08/08/2024  1 of 7

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

PROJECT INFORMATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE
As part of completing the determination key, Lin Whipkey provided the following information 
about their project:

Which types of structures this funding will address:
Residential – multi family
Please describe the activity you will be conducting:
Rehabilitation - interior replace toilets, flooring, replace majority HVAC system and 
parking lot asphalt repair
How many square feet of facilities will be affected by this project?
166176
Are there bald eagles within 660 feet of the site, or migratory birds or bats using structures 
on the site?
None of the above
Please describe the loan/grant program you are using
Community Development Block Grant
Which Federal Agency is the lead agency providing the funding?
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban development (HUD)
Which types of activities you will be conducting:
Rehabilitation
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

DETERMINATION KEY DESCRIPTION: CLEARANCE TO 
PROCEED WITH FEDERALLY-INSURED LOAN AND GRANT 
PROJECT REQUESTS
This key was last updated in IPaC on August 08, 2024. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This determination key is for all Federally-insured loans, loan transfers, or grant project requests 
that may be completed without requiring additional clearing of undisturbed habitat beyond the 
original footprint of the existing project. Projects may include demolition, rehabilitation, 
renovations, and/or rebuilding of existing structures (e.g., commercial buildings, multi-family 
housing, single-family housing), and various utility and infrastructure projects such as water and 
wastewater treatment facilities, sewer or power line repair, telecommunications upgrades , etc. 
For the purposes of this key, Federal loan transfers are those transfers where the original lending 
or mortgage institutions for existing projects are no longer holding the loans, and the properties 
are being transferred via federally-backed loans. 
---- 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the lead Federal agency charged with the protection and 
conservation of Federal Trust Resources, such as threatened and endangered species and 
migratory birds, in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (Act) (87 Stat. 884; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 
(16 U.S.C. 668-668d) (Eagle Act), and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755; 16 U.S.C. 
701 et seq.). 
 
Recently, many Federal agencies have activated programs that have resulted in an increased 
consumer demand to initiate projects through federally-backed loans and grants, all of which 
require those same Federal agencies to comply with Section 7 of the Act. Consequently, we have 
experienced an increase in the number of requests for review of these government-backed loan 
and grant projects. These include, but are not limited to: 
 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Neighborhood 
Stabilization and Community Development Block Grant programs;

 
U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy program;

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Housing Assistance and Rural Development 
Loan and Grant Assistance programs;

 
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulatory airport and runway modifications;

 
U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
program;

 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Clean Water State Revolving Fund; and
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7.
 

U.S. Department of Commerce’s (DOC) National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration Broadband Grant programs.

 
 
In order to fulfill the Act’s statutory obligations in a timely and consistent manner, and to assist 
Federal agencies, State and local governments, and consultants in addressing Section 7 and 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental impact review requirements, we 
provide the following guidance and clearance relative to the criteria stated below for Federally- 
insured loan and grant project requests. 
 
This guidance is based on the signed letters: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Clearance to Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and Grant 
Project Requests in Florida. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Clearance to Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and Grant 
Project Requests in Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Tennessee.
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Asheboro city
Name: Lin Whipkey
Address: 1398 Carrollton Crossing Drive
City: Kernersville
State: NC
Zip: 27284
Email lwhipkey@ptrc.org
Phone: 3369040300

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Asheboro city
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Raleigh Ecological Services Field Office

3916 Sunset Ridge Rd
Raleigh, NC 27607

Phone: (919) 856-4520 Fax: (919) 856-4556

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2024-0136747 
Project Name: CASPN Home Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through IPaC by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
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▪

evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ 
endangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts, see Migratory Bird Permit | What We Do | U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (fws.gov).

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 
migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Raleigh Ecological Services Field Office
3916 Sunset Ridge Rd
Raleigh, NC 27607
(919) 856-4520
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0136747
Project Name: CASPN Home Project
Project Type: Residential Construction
Project Description: Rehabilitation - interior replace toilets, flooring, replace majority HVAC 

system and parking lot asphalt repair
Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@35.694364050000004,-79.81730253267244,14z

Counties: Randolph County, North Carolina
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

1
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CLAMS
NAME STATUS

Atlantic Pigtoe Fusconaia masoni
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5164

Threatened

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

FLOWERING PLANTS
NAME STATUS

Schweinitz's Sunflower Helianthus schweinitzii
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3849

Endangered

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.



Project code: 2024-0136747 08/28/2024 18:53:22 UTC

   7 of 7

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Asheboro city
Name: Lin Whipkey
Address: 1398 Carrollton Crossing Drive
City: Kernersville
State: NC
Zip: 27284
Email lwhipkey@ptrc.org
Phone: 3369040300

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Asheboro city





Site (X) Not within Federally Recognized Farmland Protection Area 

X 
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